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Distribution of Black-billed Capercaillie in Kamchatka depends on the presence of rather big forests. Distribution 
border on the west coast located at about 58°N northward, on the east coast – between 59°N and 60°N. The number is 
fluctuating; however an amplitude of these fluctuations is not so big. Concentrations in different areas of Kamchatka 
are connected with the presence of a food not always. Seeds and fruits of Rosa amblyotis, Crataegus chlorosarca, Ju-
niperus sibirica, Sorbus sambucifolia, Padus avium, also parts of stems of Salex sp. and Equisetum sp. are noted in 
the food during winter. The Kamchatka Sable is the basic predator.  
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Table 1. Results of count of the Black-billed Capercaillie in Central Kamchatka forests in March.

Year of observations 
,

Length of count, km 
, / 2

Density, individuals/km2

1965 91 3,2 
1966 57 2,4 
1973 98 0,3 
1974 89 1,2 
1975 113 2,3 
1986 526 0,3 
1987 832 0,3 
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Table 2. Results of count of the Black-billed Capercaillie in Kamchatka in March 1985–1987. 

,  / , / 2

Length of count, km / Density, individuals/km2
Part of the peninsula 1985 1986 1987 

-  South-east  463 / 0,3 590 / 0,2 849 / 0,5 
-  South-west   180 / 0 517 / 0,08 

 West  276 / 1,2 577 / 0,5 
-  North-west  813 / 1,2 1068 / 0,9 854 / 1,3 

 Central part 658 / 0,7 526 / 0,3 832 / 0,3 
-  North-east*   403 / 0,1 240 / 0,2 

*  South part of Karaginsky area  
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 3. .
Table 3. Terms of mating-calls of the Black-billed Capercaillie in Kamchatka.

 Years 
Stage of breeding season 1957 1958 1960 1961 1962 1963 1964 

 Start of mating-call  — 20.04 17.04 19.04 — 16.04 20.04 
 Maximum of mating-call 17.05 9.05 9.05 15.05 6.05 12.05 16.05 
 End of mating-call 27.06 22.06 17.06 24.06 — 19.06 24.06 

 Start of incubation — 24.05 29.05 — 3.06 13.06 27.05 
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 ( )  (n = 5) : -
 930–984,  951±26;  1160–

1260,  1210±44;  – 368–390, 
 379±9;  – 64–85, 

75±11;  – 293–320 ,  307±11. 
 ( )  (n = 4):  640–711, 

 684±38;  – 1000–1005, 
 1002±3;  297–302, 

299±2;  – 60–69,  65±5; 
 180–216 ,  202±18.  
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