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Artukhin Yu. B. 2008. Distribution and abundance of seabirds in the south-western part of Bering Sea and 
adjacent Pacific waters during early winter season // The biology and conservation of the birds of 
Kamchatka. Moscow, 8: 18–25. 

Observations were carried out in the waters of East Kamchatka, Koryakia, and Commander Islands aboard longline 
vessel from 21 November to 31 December, 2003. A total of 5,075 birds, representing 23 seabird species, were re-
corded during the vessel surveys (the total length of 24 transects was 422 km). Crested Auklets, Northern Fulmars, 
and Slaty-backed Gulls were the most abundant species. The densest concentrations of birds were found along the 
Olyutorsky and Karaginsky gulfs (on the average 37.8 speciemen/km2). Density was significantly higher in the water 
of continental slope than in the open waters. The distribution and abundance of all species observed are discussed. 
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Fig. 1. Location of vessel transects (squares) and longline sets (triangles) in November – December, 2003.  
Dotted line is 200 m isobath. 



 (8) 20

/ 2). , -

.
Fulmarus glacialis – 

,
.

 5 ,
. . -

 (  36,9 / 2) -

. -
, , -

 200  5000 ,

. -

-
- ,

 3  4 . , -
.

-
 ( , 1998), 

-
(82,4 %; n = 820). 

:
 70,9 % (n = 17), -  – 

88,6 % (n = 343),  – 85,2 % (n = 
115),  – 88,1 % (n = 109). 

 1.  ( / 2) -
 2003 .

Table 1. Bird density (specimens/km2) in the south-western part of the Bering Sea and adjacent Pacific waters  
during the early winter season of 2003. 

 ( )  Area (date of surveys) 

Species
-

(21/11) 

-

(25/11; 4–9/12) (26/12) 

-

-
(30/12) 

-

(31/12) 
Diomedea immutabilis — — — 0,08 0,02 
Fulmarus glacialis ( ) 5,80 1,22 1,18 3,37 1,11 
Fulmarus glacialis ( ) 0,79 5,73 0,49 0,41 0,19 
Puffinus  tenuirostris 0,06 0,01 — — — 
Oceanodroma furcata — 0,11 — — 0,02 
Phalacrocorax pelagicus — 0,04 — 0,01 — 
Phalacrocorax urile — — — 0,60 — 
Phalacrocorax sp. — — — 0,33 — 
Clangula hyemalis — 0,03 — — — 
Somateria mollissima — 0,28 — — — 
Larus heuglini 0,06 0,05 — — — 
Larus schistisagus 3,50 6,56 — — 0,22 
Larus glaucescens 0,06 0,04 — 3,28 0,03 
Larus hyperboreus — 0,74 — — 0,10 
Larus canus 0,18 — — — — 
Xema sabini — 0,01 — — — 
Rissa tridactyla 3,14 0,13 — 0,05 0,01 
Rissa brevirostris — 0,05 — — — 
Rhodostethia rosea — 0,09 — — — 
Pagophila eburnea — 0,01 — — — 
Uria aalge, Uria lomvia 2,01 4,55 — 1,88 0,01 
Aethia cristatella 9,42 17,29 — — — 
Aethia pusilla 0,24 0,91 0,39 0,32 0,04 
Lunda cirrhata — — 0,13 — 0,03 

:      
  Procellariiformes 6,64 7,07 1,67 3,86 1,35 

  Laridae 6,94 7,67 — 3,32 0,37 
 Alcidae 11,67 22,75 0,52 2,20 0,09 

  Others — 0,35 — 0,95 — 
  All species 25,26 37,84 2,20 10,32 1,81 
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Fig. 2. Direction of the Slaty-backed Gull migration observed on 25 November 2003. Triangles indicate distribution of trawl vessels 

targeting Walleye Pollock and Pacific Herring from 20 November to 10 December, 2003  
(according to the data of the information system «Rybolovstvo»). 
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